
Climate-Induced Migration:  
Understanding the Challenges for our Region

Maxine Burkett  
Associate Professor of Law •burkettm@hawaii.edu







Arctic 
Relocation





Photo: NOAA

Hurricane Katrina
August 29, 2005



Source: Getty Images/David Portnoy







“The maps of  the 
world will have to 

be redrawn.” 

-Sir David King,  
U.K. Science Advisor, in regard to what is 
happening in Greenland
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Dhaka, Bangladesh
❖ September 5, 2008
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Northwest Pakistan
❖August 2010



Nowshera District, Pakistan 
❖  July 30, 2010 





Population Displaced by  
Sea Level Rise
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http://maplecroft.com/about/news/
ccvi.html



Food Security and Migration







Displacement Categories 
❖ Temporary displacement 

❖ Permanent local displacement 

❖ Permanent internal displacement 

❖ Permanent regional displacement 

❖ Permanent intercontinental displacement



“Refugee” 
Art. 1.A.2 of  the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of  Refugees

❖ Applies to any person who  

❖ “owing to well-founded fear of  being persecuted for 
reasons of  race, religion, nationality, membership 
of  a particular social group or political opinion, is 
outside the country of  his nationality and is unable 
or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself  
of  the protection of  that country.”



“Legal definitions bind States in ways 
that descriptive labels cannot.”

-Prof. Jane McAdam 
  
Environmental Migration Governance, 
University of  New South Wales Faculty of  Law Research Series, 
2009



Several Spheres of  Governance and 
Related Institutions

❖ Migration and asylum law 

❖ Environmental law 

❖ International development law 

❖ Human rights and humanitarian law 

❖ National security law 

❖ Property law 

❖ Immigration law 

❖ Indigenous rights
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The Maldives
❖October 17, 2009
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United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change

Article 2. 

 The ultimate objective of this Convention and any related legal 
instruments that the Conference of the Parties may adopt is to 
achieve, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 
Convention, stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in 

the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous 
anthropogenic interference with the climate system.  
Such a level should be achieved within a time frame sufficient to 
allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to climate change, to ensure 
that food production is not threatened and to enable economic 
development to proceed in a sustainable manner. 
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Public Health Implications of  Migration
❖ Maternal and Child Health 

❖ Malnutrition 

❖ Sexually Transmitted Infections  

❖ Mental Health 

❖ Chronic Diseases, and  

❖ Infectious Agents 

❖ Compounding Factors: Lack of  sufficient language services 
by health care providers and literacy and cultural concerns 


