
D r. D ave  Je nkins qualiie d  from Otago Unive rsity 
M e d ical School in N e w  Ze aland  in 19 8 2.  H is care e r includ e s 
ge ne ral practice , se nior le cture ships at Auckland  M e d ical 
School, E x e cutive  D ire ctor for E d ucation for an Asian corpo-
rate  he alth proje ct, and  found ing N on-G ove rnme ntal Organi-
z ation (N G O) SurfAid  Inte rnational w he re  he  curre ntly hold s 
the  position of M e d ical D ire ctor.

SurfAid  be gan in 19 9 9  d uring a sur ing holid ay in the  M e n-
taw ai Island s of Sumate ra Ind one sia w he re  D r. D ave  d iscov-
e re d  communitie s w ith e x tre me  but pre ve ntable  child hood  
mortality and  morbid ity.  “It be came  a life  changing mome nt 
w he n I re aliz e d  that I could  not sail aw ay back to my w e althy 
life style  w ithout making a signiicant contribution to turning 
this situation around .”  H e  le ft his job, sold  his house  to he lp 
fund  SurfAid , and  se t about e stablishing a N G O.  SurfAid  has
grow n from D r. D ave ’s vision to e mploying ove r 120 e mploye e s w ith 9 0%  w orking in the  ie ld , e stablishing 
fund raising e ntitie s in four countrie s, and  pre se ntly w orking in ive  locations in Ind one sia.

DD r. D ave  re cogniz e d  that most of the  d e aths w ould  be  pre ve nte d  by change s to a ke y se t of low  cost and  high 
impact be haviors such as corre ct bre astfe e d ing, cle an birthing tools, and  salt and  sugar solutions for d iarrhe a.  
Using innovative  te chnique s such as participatory d rama and  othe r approache s, SurfAid  has be come  w e ll 
know n for its d e te rmination to ge t a re al long-lasting change  and  high re turns to the  d onor - or as D r. D ave  
like s to call the m, the ir social inve stors.  “W e  have  to take  a busine ss approach to aid .  W hat is giving the  be st 
re turns?  H ow  d o w e  improve  cost-e ffe ctive ne ss, re d uce  e x pe nse s, and  scale  succe ssful proje cts?  The se  are  
que stions that w e  ask e ve ry d ay.”

SurfAidSurfAid  has w on many aw ard s includ ing the  pre stigious Social E ntre pre ne ur Aw ard  and  the  Raine r Arnold  
F e llow ship.  In ad d ition, it w as chose n from ove r 49 ,000 N G Os and  w as vote d  “One  of the  B e st N on-G ove rn-
me ntal Organiz ations in the  W orld ” in 2007 by the  W orld  Association of N on-G ove rnme ntal Organiz ations 
(W AN G O) w he re  it w as also aw ard e d  the ir humanitarian aw ard  for that ye ar as w e ll. 

Since  2004, SurfAid  has be come  the  le ad  age ncy for both the  Australian Age ncy for Inte rnational D e ve lopme nt 
(AusAID ) and  the  N e w  Ze aland  Age ncy for Inte rnational D e ve lopme nt (N ZAID ) in e me rge ncy pre pare d ne ss 
and  re sponse  to ive  e arthquake s and  tsunamis in the  island  chain of Sumate ra.  

D r. D ave  continue s to re se arch and  apply ne w  be havioral approache s that save  live s and  cre ate  lasting change .
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